Endotoxin of Pseudomonas pseudomallei detected by the body weight-decreasing reaction in mice and comparison of it with those of P. cepacia and P. aeruginosa.
The heat-treated whole cells, culture supernatants, and extracted endotoxin preparations of Pseudomonas pseudomallei were examined for endotoxin by the mouse body weight-decreasing (BWD) test. The experiments were conducted also with those of P. cepacia and P aeruginosa. Endotoxin was detected in all the samples of P. pseudomallei. Endotoxin of P. cepacia was detected in whole cells, but not in culture supernatant. The BWD activity of P. aeruginosa was 30 times as high as that of P. pseudomallei. This result was confirmed by the experiments with endotoxin preparations. In the limulus amebocyte lysate gelation (LAL) test, however, the endotoxin preparations of the two species showed the same level of activity.